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ANNCR: 

THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY WAS FORMED FIFTEEN YEARS 
AGO THURSDAY CMAY 25) IN ADDIS ABABA WHEN HEADS OF STATE OF 
SOME THIRTY AFRICAN COUNTRIES GATHERED TO SIGN THE O-A-U CHARTER. 
VOA'S AFRICA NEWS EDITOR DAVID WILLIAMS, WHO WAS IN ADDIS ABABA 
AT THE TIME AND HAS COVERED NUMEROUS O-A-U MEETINGS SINCE THEN, 
HAS THESE REFLECTIONS: 
VOICE: 

"WE ARE UNITED, SIR™ THAT WAS THE TRIUMPHANT STATEMENT OF 
A GROUP OF ETHIOPIAN STUDENTS TO THEIR EXPATRIATE HISTORY TEACHER 
ON LEARNING THAT THE CHARTER HAD BEEN SIGNED. THE STUDENTS =~ AT 
A BOARDING SCHOOL JUST OUTSIDE ADDIS ABABA ~-- HAD SPENT THE 
PREVIOUS WEEK STUDYING EVENTS LEADING UP TO THE ADDIS ABABA 
MEETING, THEY STUDIED THE PREVIOUS CONFERENCES HELD IN VARIOUS 
AFRICAN CAPITALS SUCH AS LAGOS AND CASABLANCA ~~ EFFORTS BY 
AFRICA'S SO-CALLED MODERATE AND RADICAL GROUPS TO FORGE SOME 
FORM OF UNION AMONG THE NEWLY EMERGING INDEPENDENT NATIONS, 

THE ADDIS ABABA MEETING -- BRINGING TOGETHER BOTH SIDES -~ 
WAS PRIMARILY THE WORK OF ETHIOPIAN EMPEROR HAILE SELASSIE. 
ADDIS ALREADY HAD THE FACILITIES FOR SUCH A CONFERENCE IN AFRICA 
HALL -= HOME OF THE U.N. ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA, NEW 
HOTELS WERE BEING BUILT. SLUM AREAS WERE COVERED UP 8Y WALLS 
OF WOOD AND METAL. BSEGGARS WERE TAKEN OFF THE STREETS. STUDENTS 
WHO CUSTOMARILY WERE DISGRUNTLED AT HAVING TO LINE PARADE ROUTES 
WHEN THE EMPEROR RETURNED OR SOME DIGNITARY VISITED FROM ABROAD, 


GLADLY WALKED MANY KILOMETERS TO WATCH AFRICA'S LEADERS ARRIVE. 
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FOR THE STUDENTS, MEMBERS OF THE SO-CALLED RADICAL GROUP CARRIED 
PRIMARY APPEAL -- NKRUMAH OF GHANA, NASSER OF EGYPT, BEN BELLA 
OF ALGERIA, 

TWO BASIC PHILOSOPHIES CLASHED AT THE SUMMIT. NKRUMAH 
BROUGHT ALONG HIS LATEST BOOK AND CALLED ON AFRICA TO UNITE AS 
THE FORMER COLONIES HAD IN AMERICA, BUT OTHER AFRICAN HEADS OF 
STATE WERE AFRAID THAT WHAT NKRUMAH REALLY HAD IN MIND WAS HIS 
BECOMING PRESIDENT OF THE WHOLE CONTINENT. ONE OF AFRICA'S 
NEWEST LEADERS, JULIUS NYERERE URGED COMPROMISE BETWEEN THE TWO 
GROUPS, AND HIS VOICE ALONG WITH OTHERS CARRIED THE DAY. ALL 
WERE AGREED THAT THE LEADERS COULD NOT LEAVE ADDIS ABABA WITHOUT 
FORMING SOME ORGANIZATION TO DEAL WITH EMERGING AFRICA'S GROWING 
PROBLEMS, 

THE CHARTER THAT EMERGED WAS A VICTORY FOR THE MODERATES. 
IT SET UP AN ORGANIZATION WITH A SECRETARIAT BUT ONE THAT COULD 
NOT INFRINGE ON THE SOVEREIGN RIGHTS OF NATIONS OR INTERFERE 
IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF MEMBER STATES. AS A RESULT, THE 
ORGANIZATION HAS PROVIDED A FORUM FOR AFRICAN LEADERS TO COME 
AND DISCUSSISSUES, STILL, IT LACKS EVEN THE PUNCH OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS. FOR OAU OFFICIALS HAVE TO BE SENSITIVE TO HOME POLITICS 
-~ SOMETHING U.N. SECRETARIAT PEOPLE DO NOT FACE. 

THE O~A=U HAS BEEN UNABLE TO HANDLE QUESTIONS OF SOVIET- 
CUBAN INTERVENTION, THE ANGOLAN CIVIL WAR, THE OGADEN CONFLICT, 
AND THE WESTERN SAHARA INSSUE WHEN THE WILL OF THE PARTIES HAS 
NOT BEEN THERE. THAT'S NOT TO SAY THAT MEMBER STATES HAVE NOT 
MADE THE EFFORT. IT HAS BEEN MORE SUCCESSFUL AT RESOLVING 
DISPUTES WHEN THE WILL WAS THERE AND PARTIES COULD BE INFLUENCED 
TO SETTLE DIFFERENCES SUCH AS THE UGANDA-TANZANIA DISPUTE. BUT 
THE O-A-U HAS PROMOTED AFRICAN LIBERATION. IT HAS GROWN FROM 
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THIRTY TWO NATIONS TO FORTY NINE. IT HAS FOSTERED TRADE, IMPROVED 
ECONOMIC RELATIONS, WORKED TO IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH ARAB STATES, 
SOUGHT ARAB AID IN THE OIL CRISIS AND PROVIDED AFRICA WITH THE 

KIND OF FORUM THAT MOST OF THE ORIGINAL SIGNERS OF THE O-A-U 
CHARTER ENVISIONED, ONLY THE HISTORIANS CAN RAISE THE HYPOTHETICAL 
QUESTION OF WHAT AFRICA WOULD BE LIKE TODAY IF NKRUMAH'S UNITED 


AFRICA HAD WON THE DAY. 
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